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PREMISE

The main concept is to replace the three existing Annexes with a new proposed holistic form, which improves the
storage, logistic and circulation when combined with the Asplund Library. In essence, this building will be a
representation of the Hill ,
the public and knowledge all morphed into one single building. It will not compete with the Asplund Library or Hill ,
but rather respect and acknowledge their presence .

In brief, the new library extension creates a holistic solution in that it encompasses the contextual surrounding by;
REINFORCING the streetscape in particular the alignment between the Asplund Library and the commercial estate
across Gyldengatan;
RESTORING and extending the lower parts of the Hill into the center of the new extension thereby creating a
continuous visual and physical presence of this Hill at anyone point of the building ;
LINKING it the Asplund Library via an underground tunnel;
Finally PROVIDING with a single volume both an efficient circulation system for people and distribution of program
and in particular books via mechanical means.

CONCEPT

The urbanistic parameters that helped form the envelope of the new library extension are informed by physical ,
historical, and landscape aspects, existing in the city of Stockholm.

Therefore, the new library becomes an actual extension of the existing fabric of Stockholm, which includes the
surrounding streetscapes, the Library by Asplund and the landscape of the Observatory Hill .

With this premise, we will attempt to describe the main principal ideas derived by it's surrounding context which
helped develop and structure the fundamental concept behind the proposed new library extension.

SETBACKS + ALIGNMENTS

The form of the new library is predominantly shaped by the setbacks and alignments from it's immediate surrounding
context.

Setbacks considered within the competition site #2 are several; parallel to the rear end of Asplund Library; parallel
to the commercial estate, being the Diligenta and the Folksam across Gyldengatan; and parallel to the contour of
Observatory Hill.

Two street alignments along Odengatan were also considered; one from the commercial estate and the other from
the slightly skewed Asplund building. Both alignments converge and create the outright position of the building
along Odengatan.

In contrast to the ground floor, the façade facing the Hill above the ground floor protrudes outward towards the hill
mirroring the hill's contours.

PUBLIC + VIEWS

Two other major associated elements: views and pedestrian flow, are also considered in shaping the ground floor
facade. Therefore the public will be able to frame the building in their view as they are approaching the new library.

The façade facing the Observatory Hill responds to the contours of the hill by pushing into the center of the new
library, whilst the uplift of the external ceiling towards the outer part of the building follows the hill's slope. The
angles to the other façades however, are shaped by three alternative ways;
by the public approaching from the main intersection between Odengatan and Sveavagen, from the diagonal 
road off Odenplan and directly across Odengatan. In this case the external ceiling uplift 
towards Odengatan and the small mounds along the pedestrian path along Odengatan reflects the continuation of
the Stockholm ridge, which once resided.

Thus, the compression of both facades creates a didactics between the public's continual desire for knowledge and
the preservation of the ridge in a more historical context. Both are related to the history and the preservation of
knowledge.

Finally the roof, one of the most crucial parts of the library, responds to it's surrounding context in a more cultural
sense. The rectilinear form to the wall and roof runs parallel to Gyldengatan, which is an extension of the commercial
estate's morphs into splayed angles towards the Asplund Library. 
This allows one to maintain a constant visual and rightful respect of the Asplund rotunda in terms of it's physical
presence, when approaching by foot either via Odengatan ,
Odenplan or the Observatory Hill towards the Folksam building.

COURTYARDS

Continuity of what was once was a dominant Ridge in Stockholm is also expressed by extending the Hill within the
central courtyard by re-creating an imprint of the ridge in the form of a convex ceiling within the main foyer and
central courtyard.
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