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Welcome to Imagine 
Helsingborg!

As a harbour city in one of the most dynamic regions of northern Europe, 
Helsingborg has a long solid tradition within travel and communications. Both 
physical and mental mobility are important components of Helsingborg’s cul-
ture and spirit. In this way, the H+ project may also be likened to a long and 
exciting journey – a journey where the final destination is in the distant future 
and is still quite unknown. We hope to use Imagine H+ to plot the course for 
the remainder of our journey and so that we can visualise our final destination.
 

Following a tough contest with many competent teams, you, together with four 
other contest participants, have been chosen to carry out the second part of 
Imagine H+. You have been chosen because we believe that your team has the 
talent to realise the creative and clever contest entries needed to make H+ a 
unique and successful project. We hope that you will meet our high expecta-
tions and that your ideas can contribute to Helsingborg being able to maximise 
the potential of this unusual project. We also hope that some of you will serve 
as long-term partners for our work.

H+ has been given a well-defined organisation within Helsingborg City with 
expectations for a working process that is expedient and quality-assured. In 
parallel with the design contest, several studies will be conducted in order to 
understand the conditions of the area and the potential for changing some of 
these. Studies will also be conducted related to the area’s energy supply and 
technical infrastructure. Here, the intention is to move more towards sustaina-
ble technology than previously in Helsingborg. Several research projects and 
awareness-related activities in connection with the project have been laun-
ched. Collaboration with cultural workers is underway and will intensify. Meet-
ings will be held with the residents of Helsingborg. The intention is to, together 
with the primary teams from the contest, further develop ideas from the propo-
sals and allow other studies, together with the contest entries, to pave the way 
for a well-defined and strong urban planning process for H+.
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Vision

Our H+ vision is to develop the cen-
tral southern parts of Helsingborg 
around the City’s approach channel 
and to create a centre of creativity in 
the Öresund region. The new area will 
enforce and develop the strengths 
of Helsingborg. Its proximity to the 
waterfront, good communications 
and the City’s strong position within 
transport, trade and logistics serve as 
key concepts for developing H+ into 
a dynamic location characterised by 
continual change.

Unified urban centre
H+ is all about breaking down both physical 
and psychological barriers. By locating the 
railway in a tunnel toward the south from Knut-
punkten and transforming Malmöleden from 
a city motorway into a tree-lined avenue with 
intersecting streets, the old neighbourhood 
of Söder can be extended to the west towards 
the waterfront and old and new districts can 
be unified. A compact city with short distances 
will make it easier to move around on foot or 
by bicycle. An interlinking system of zones and 
meeting places will unify the area. Our vision is 
for the new district to generate a unified urban 
centre with vibrant urban life. The area will be 
characterised by sustainability, warmth and 
tolerance. Everyone will feel welcome in the H+ 
area.

Diversity
Diversity is a distinctive feature of the H+ area. 
This diversity relates to housing, cultures, 
activities and experiences. The character of the 
area can be found in the tension between new 
and old, between the historical origin of the 
area and its modern additions.
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Good communications
From the unique location near Knutpunkten, 
you can travel within the entire Öresund region 
within a short space of time. This reduces de-
pendence on cars and instead promotes public 
transport operations in the area. The good 
links between shipping, rail and road transport 
continue to develop in harmony with the sur-
rounding city. The link between Helsingborg 
and Helsingör gives the area unusually good 
potential for efficient communications. This 
creates dynamics, which in its turn attracts new 
businesses and creates exciting job opportu-
nities.

Sustainable city
Our vision is for the development of the 
southern parts of Helsingborg to serve as a role 
model for the concept of ’the sustainable city’ 
designed on the basis of human needs. The 
new parts of the city are being planned on the 
basis of social, economic and environmental 
dimensions. From theory to practice, we work 
across sectors and exchange knowledge in 
dialogue with residents. The urban space and 
architecture are characterised by their human 
scale, social relations, mixed functions, inno-
vation and high quality. Designs vary and are 
adapted to environmental requirements, the 
coastal climate and improved energy efficiency. 

Attractive place to meet
The H+ area is an attractive place to meet for 
studies, work, residents, entertainment and 
business; a place that offers excellent environ-
ments where people and businesses want to 
stay and grow. The southern parts of Helsing-
borg will become a new, colourful and vibrant 
centre in the Öresund region, a place that 
enhances the status of Helsingborg – the pearl 
of Öresund. The H+ area inspires new busines-
ses with cutting edge expertise and a focus on 
the environment, water, energy and associated 
research.

City of water
Water is a central theme of the H+ area. 
Öresund and Gåsebäcken leave their mark 
on the area by creating the potential for an 
exciting interaction between people and water 
at different locations within the area. The 
proximity to the water gives rise to potentially 
attractive and spectacular locations which 
are to be utilised and give Helsingborg new 
landmarks.
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We are looking for input for the urban planning process of the H+ project 

and strategies to realise the long-term visions for the H+ area. This includes 

describing the growth of the area and ideas about working methods and stra-

tegic tools. A structure plan can provide a robust framework for flexibility and 

changes over time. How should this tool be designed? 

We are looking for interesting analyses and proposals concerning:

- structures, functions and   
  content.

- planning processes and   
  strategies for realisation. 

- qualities and identity.

Task 
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The main questions to be answered in the contest for guiding the project 

towards the vision include:

How can overall structures and relationships to the surrounding city 

be designed?

- The area is currently characterised by large-scale operations, including buildings and spaces designed for industrial operations.  
 How can one’s experience from moving around within the area become more rich, varied and diversified, and designed down on a  
 human scale?
- What content is appropriate for creating a sustainable and mixed urban environment, taking account of the needs of the city  
 and the potential of the site? What is a reasonable level of density for the built-up spaces in the area based on the perspectives of  
 economic and social sustainability? 
- How can we design the structure of buildings, street areas and traffic networks so that travelling on foot, by bicycle and on public  
 transport become natural choices?

How can the H+ area between the Knutpunkten and Ramlösa station become 

an integrated part of Helsingborg and expand the city centre?  

- How can the area’s specific cultural, social, historic and physical identities contribute to the creation of new values for the H+ area  
 and Helsingborg as a whole? 
- What does its central location in the Öresund region mean to the development of the H+ area, both before and after a fixed HH  
 link has been established? 
- How can conditions for urban life be created in the H+ area? 

How can strategies and action plans be drawn up for long-term development?

- How can the potential of the area be made visible and how can qualities offered by the area be established at an early stage? 
- Which planning tools can be used: urban space plans, design manuals, height plans, subdivision into plots?
- How can the structure of the area lay the foundation for built-in flexibility without losing its character?

Which content and which character should characterise the various parts of 

the area?

- Which qualities can create identity and pride in the area? 
- What can work as points of attraction, points of orientation or creators of identity for the residents of Helsingborg and the Öresund  
 region? 
- How can the area’s proximity to the water be maximised and how can water be made accessible throughout the H+ area?
H+ in the  region. H+ in Helsingborg. The H+ area. The H+ subareas.
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urban spaces of the surrounding parts of the city.

• The structure plan must demonstrate a sustainable solution 
for pedestrian and cycle traffic, public transportation systems 
and car traffic, where these systems enhance the qualities of 
the area and underpin key locations. 

• The structure plan should identify different sub-areas and 
describe their identities/characters, content, scale and density. 
This can be done by means of collages, diagrams showing 
underlying principles or introductory studies of typologies and 
plot sizes.

• The structure plan must demonstrate the link to surrounding 
areas and how barriers can be reduced. It should also show 
how the link can be developed from Knutpunkten down to 
Ramlösa station. 

• In order to demonstrate the robustness of the proposal, the 
structure plan must be used in various scenarios that preferably 
involve a joint backbone structure. One scenario should include 
making the outer pier available for the construction of business 
premises and housing. Another scenario should be keeping the 
approach to the ferry terminal at approximately the same extent 
as today. A third scenario should that the ferry traffic is closed 
in favour of a fixed link. Other scenarios should illustrate other 
eventualities; for example, various levels of development. 

• The structure plan should also be illustrated, including views 
of the area to show how the new area will look in relation to the 
existing urban landscape of the city and how it can accentuate 
the heart of the city at the approach channel.

4. Zooming in
• The strategic components of the proposal – integrating 
elements, nature of urban spaces, typologies or other key 
elements of the area – should be described using explanatory 
principles and illustrations.

• Certain sections are viewed as being of particular importan-
ce for illustrating the qualities of the structure plan: 
1. Through Stadsparken (City Park), past the new station 
entrance and down towards the water. 
2 Through Söder, Järnvägsgatan and the Campus down to the 
harbour.
3 Through Närlunda, the plateau, Malmöleden and Gåsebäck.
4 From Gåsebäck to Planteringen. 

5. A day in the area
A day in the area in the year 2035. What is life like there? What 
is happening in the area? 

Proposals must be presented under 

the following headings:

1. Analysis 

2. Strategy

3. Structure plan

4. Zooming in

5. A day in the area 

1.Analysis and strategy
• The proposal shall analyse the existing and potential urban 
qualities in the area. The overall qualities of the area must be 
clearly described in both text and diagrams showing underlying 
principles. Great emphasis must be placed on illustrating and 
justifying the standpoints chosen and how they relate to the 
vision for the area.

• Which character and which content should be attributed to 
the area so that the residents of and visitors to the city can feel 
at home in and enjoy the district? How can non-measurable 
values be put on the agenda?

3. Strategy 
• We want a description of the strategies for the urban plan-
ning process of the H+ project based on an learning process. 
Which forms and tools for planning and implementation can be 
used to achieve the proposed qualities while at the same time 
dealing with long-term development, including several uncerta-
inty factors and many stakeholders?

• A division into phases linked to a strategy for gradual deve-
lopment must be illustrated and justified. Uncertainty factors 
should be explained in detail. State how the area’s quality, 
context and links can be established at an early stage.

• A financial description of the relationship between invest-
ment costs and levels of development should be provided for 
the area as a whole and for sub-areas. Potential development 
outside the H+ area should be described.

• An explanation should be given as to how sub-areas can 
be used on a temporary basis and how the slow development 
of the H+ area can be combined with encouragement of and 
preparedness for local initiatives.  

2. Structure plan 
• The structure plan must describe the urban spaces in the 
area with its system of public places, key locations, network of 
street spaces and zones, green spaces and spaces 

involving water, as well as how they are interwoven into the 

Delivery / Assessment criteria
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Assessment criteria include:

- How the proposal can realise the 

vision of the H+ project. 

- Structure and strategy
The capacity to utilise and develop the specific identities of 
Helsingborg and the area.
The proposal’s capacity to create potential for urban vitality in 
the area.

- Process 
The capacity to view time as an active instrument for planning 
and to introduce thoughts and ideas that may be followed up in 
the planningprocess.

- Feasibility
In terms of financial feasibility and the capacity to deal with 
uncertainty factors in the area.

- Urban vitality and beauty
The capacity to create areas that have a high quality of life, are 
memorable, where people want to live for the rest of their lives 
and that offer a multitude of qualities! 

Format
1. The proposal must be submitted as a slide show in PDF format, 
both in printing resolution and in screen resolution. This part of 
the project will be published on the City’s website and will be 
displayed at the project’s exhibition at SHIP. For this reason, par-
ticular emphasis should be placed on presenting the proposal 
in a clear and accesible way so that both the Jury and the public 
can understand the material. The presentation shall follow the 
headings: 1. Analysis, 2. Strategy, 3. Structure plan, 4. Zooming 
in, 5. A day in the area .

2. The presentation should also be delivered in landscape 
A3- format with 15 bound copies as well as in PDF format for 
printing and for the web. The presentation should have a table 
of contents as well as page numbering. 
The presentation should describe your architectural, financial, 
environmental and social analyses and considerations in grea-
ter detail. It should also include floor space ratios and a brief 
financial assessment. This presentation shall also follow the 
headings: 1. Analysis, 2. Strategy, 3. Structure plan, 4. Zooming 
in, 5. A day in the area .

3. The illustrations and images shown in the presentation shall 
be saved separetely in PDF- or JPG-format on a CD-record so that 
they can be used in the Jury Report and in publications of the 
Competition / Area.

Summary of what the proposals 
should address:
- Demonstrate development and flexibility over time.
- Enhance and expand the city centre in terms of content and  
 scope.
- Create potential for activities crucial to the city’s develop  
 ment.
- Offer good housing environments for all types of household  
 and which thus contribute to diversity and integration.
- Demonstrate financial feasibility, where revenue from            
    development balances out the area’s investment in 
 infrastructure and public spaces and provides surplus   
 funding for the construction of Södertunneln (the Söder   
 tunnel).
- Present ideas for how the H+ area can have a special   
 profile as a sustainable part of the city.
- Describe integrating elements and strategies that can   
 ensure that the H+ area can be interwoven with surrounding  
 areas. 
- Enhance the contact between the southern parts of Helsing 
 borg and the water.
- Have spaces for inviting and inspiring urban areas and meet 
 ing places for various times of the year and weather condi  
 tions, with good links to the other spaces in the city.
- Demonstrate how the area can be developed while retaining  
 port operations adjacent to and within the H+ area.
- Adopt a position on how a well-functioning urban space   
 hierarchy can be established.
- Relate to the context precisley, both structurally and in terms  
 of content.
- Add new experience-related qualities to the area and 
 Helsingborg based on the scale and speed of pedestrians. 
- Have good solutions for public transport, pedestrians and   
 cyclists. 
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helsingör

malmö

lund

Helsingborg in the region

The Öresund region, which has approx. 3.6 million residents, 
has a central location in northern Europe and the Nordic 
countries in close proximity to the Baltic States, Germany and 
Poland. The region comprises Zealand, Lolland, Falster, Mön 
and Bornholm on the Danish side and Skåne on the Swedish 
side, and is one of the few integrated border regions in Europe.

The Öresund bridge was erected between 1995 and 2000 
as a fixed link between Malmö and Copenhagen. During this 
period, the Öresund region was also enhanced as a concept. 
In the northern parts of this region, it is still linked together by 
extensive ferry traffic between Helsingborg and Elsinore. There 
have long been discussions about a fixed link between Helsing-
borg and Elsinore and this discussion is increasing in intensity. 

The region offers big cities and open landscapes with a wealth 
of opportunities for recreation. Several of the cities in the region 
have a rich cultural heritage and historical sights. Cities of 
importance include Copenhagen, Malmö, Helsingborg, Lund, 
Landskrona, Elsinore, Kristianstad and Roskilde.

The Öresund region is easy to get to from around the world, 
and Kastrup, which is one of the largest airports in northern 
Europe, serves as an international hub. Infrastructure, which is 
one of the region’s strengths, also makes it easy to travel within 
the region and offers good opportunities for commuting. An in-
creasing number of people commute across Öresund and it is 
becoming more common to work on one side of Öresund and 
live on the other. Commuting and greater mutual understanding 
concerning tax regulations are contributing to the unification of 
the region and foster integration. Discussions are being held 
concerning a high-speed train link between Stockholm and 
Hamburg called ’Europabanan’, which would travel via Hel-
singborg. This type of connection would further emphasise the 
strategic location of Helsingborg in the region. 

The Öresund region can be described as a hub for cutting-
edge businesses and research facilities. The region is charac-
terised by a relatively high rate of growth and particularly strong 
industries, such as within medicine, biotechnology, IT, telecom-

Helsingborg

munications, foodstuffs, environment, logistics and design. 
Several world leading companies have their head offices in the 
region. However, it is the service sector that, in percentage 
terms, employs the largest number of people. 

The region has a high proportion of well-educated residents 
and also offers world-class innovative environments and 
extensive collaboration projects between industry, academia 
and government operations. Altogether, the twelve universities 
and university colleges have 150 000 students and 14 000 
researchers, which guarantees good opportunities for study 
and a high potential for development.

Helsingborg

Copenhagen

Helsingör

Malmö

Lund
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Helsingborg - Helsingör street theater festival, one out of several col-
laborations between the cities.

Below: View over central Helsingborg, Öresund and Helsingör.
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Helsingborg
Waterfront city, Pearl of the sound, dense varied City center, 
Landborgen, logistical hub

’Proximity’ is the word that is most associated with Helsingborg. 
The city has a strategic location along the outer edge of the Con-
tinent. The city is located along the coast of Öresund, just under 
four kilometres from the Danish coast in the north-western parts 
of the flat agricultural landscape of Skåne. Öresund has always 
been very important to Helsingborg and is a crucial part of the 
city’s identity. The sense of being located close to the rest of the 
world while experiencing the sky, sea and horizon is powerful. 
The city’s exposure to the climate, the light and the sunsets over 
Denmark are unique. 

Several central squares and zones are located next to the water 
and Helsingborg has a number of popular sandy beaches both 
in and directly adjacent to the city centre. The city is particularly 
lively in the summer when residents and visitors alike fill the be-
aches, port, pedestrian precincts and the central park areas. The 
shoreline currently offers many different waterfront attractions, 
including promenades, restaurants, harbours for small boats, 
squares and bathing areas.

Today, the northern parts of the city are directly linked to the 
water, whereas the areas to the south are separated from the 
strait by port and industrial areas. The proximity to the water is 
emphasised by a clear link to shipping via the approach channel 
and harbours for small boats. The city’s additional waterfront fea-
tures include the Ramlösa district in the south-eastern parts of 
the city, a name associated with a nationally renowned mineral 
water from the Ramlösa valley. 

Helsingborg is still strongly characterised by the growth that 
took place in the latter half of the 1800s, when the city develo-
ped into one of the fastest growing cities in Sweden, with crucial 
port and industrial operations. Three local businessmen had a 
major impact on industry and its development at that time. The 
consuls Petter Olsson and Nils Persson invested in industrial 
operations and the development of the railways. Their spirit of 
entrepreneurialism has been well maintained and Helsingborg’s 
business sector remains strong and lively. 

Henry Dunker, a successful industrialist, bequeathed a fortune 
to the city, the return on which contributed to the establishment 
of, among others, Helsingborg’s Stadsteater (City Theatre) and 
Dunkers Kulturhus (Dunker’s centre for the arts). 

Besides the presence of the strait in the urban landscape, 
Helsingborg is characterised by a steep plateau, 20 to 40 metres 
above sea level along the coast, which means that the city centre 
is forced into the strip of land between the foot of the plateau 
and the coastline. The edge of this plateau provides Helsingborg 
with a strong, green and continuous silhouette viewed from 
the water. The parts of the city above the edge of the plateau 
have a magnificent view over the roof landscape of the city and 
Öresund. 

Cultural, historical and ecological values are associated with 
the plateau and a number of parks are situated along it and are 
connected to it.

To the left: View over central Helsingborg.
Below: View over one of Helsingborgs several central beaches.
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H+

Watercourses have carved out ravines through the plateau. Today, these link the lower parts of the 
city with the areas on the plateau. These ravines include Hälsobacken, Bergaliden and Jordbodalen. 
The tree-lined Jordbodalen, situated in the southern part of Helsingborg, surrounds Gåsebäcken 
and is a popular recreational area.

As a consequence of the topography, the structure of the streets in Helsingborg have strong north 
to south zones that run parallel to the shoreline. The most dominant is Drottninggatan/Järnvägsga-
tan, located below the plateau. Kopparmöllegatan/Bergaliden/Södergatan follow the edge of the 
plateau and the Stenbocksgatan  are located above it. There are fewer structures running east to 
west. These are sometimes problematic but have a dramatic effect with great differences in height. 
The most dominant east to west zones are Hälsobacken, Bergaliden and Furutorpsbacken. 

There are both sheltered squares within the old city as well as squares that are exposed towards the 
strait along the approach channel. These squares are of good quality, but are very much the same 
in terms of content. Gustav Adolf square has an important function, since a market is held here. A 
continuous pedestrian precinct runs through the city centre from north to south. The Terasstrap-
porna (Terrass steps), Hallberg steps and steps at Himmelriksgränd are walkways beneath the 
plateau that have a special atmosphere.

View from the plateau of Landborgen.

View from the plateau of Landborgen.

Above: One summerday at Tropical beach.
Below: View from the plateau of Landborgen.
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The central parts of Helsingborg have a dense and complex 
structure with an urban and Continental atmosphere. The old 
part of the city with its medieval street network is well preserved 
on a human scale, with lively pedestrian precincts and vibrant 
trade. The architecture is dominated by buildings from the turn 
of the 1900s. A small number of older buildings have neverthe-
less been preserved. There are a number of characteristic and 
prestigious buildings along the avenues at Drottninggatan and 
Järnvägsgatan and around Stortorget, in addition to the City 
Hall, which is in a neo-Gothic style. Some of the older buildings 
have been replaced by newer buildings on the same scale. 
Helsingborg is a typical city constructed from stone with only a 
few examples of half-timbered buildings. 

There is a shortage of parks and open areas in Helsingborg and 
the city is actively working to improve access to green spaces 
and recreational areas. Parks and green open spaces that are 
popular with residents include Stadsparken, Gröningen and the 
Fredriksdal open air museum, the Pålsjö forest and Jordbodalen. 
Sofiero Palace, with its extensive parkland, is also a much-visited 
attraction and is located north of central Helsingborg.

Helsingborg offers a wealth of venues for culture and entertain-
ment, including a popular city theatre and a concert hall that att-
racts renowned musicians. The completion of Dunkers Kulturhus 
in 2002 resulted in the inauguration of an internationally noted 
centre for art, music, exhibitions and entertainment. Helsingborg 
is also one of the cities in Sweden with the largest number of 
bars and restaurants.

View from Kullagatan, The first pedestrian Street in Sweden.

View from one of the restaurants at Maria kyrkan.View over fruitstands at Gustav Adolfs torg.

View over central Helsingborg from Helsingör.
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Area of H+ 

The H+ concept developed as a result of several visionary 
projects and initiatives. Studies have been conducted and a 
mutual understanding has gradually emerged based on both 
the potential and the challenges of the area. The H+ vision was 
formulated based on this understanding. The area that is the 
subject of these studies has been given the name ’H+’. The name 
signifies the fact that Helsingborg will grow, be renewed and be 
attributed new qualities. The name also connotes the previous 
housing exhibitions held in Helsingborg, H55 and H99.

The H+ area is located in the southern parts of central Helsing-
borg, has the steep plateau as a backdrop and is separated from 
the water by the port in the west. In the south, it ends at the 
Planteringen district, the city’s shunting yard and Ramlösa sta-
tion, and in the north, Knutpunkten functions as a well-defined 
boundary against the central inner city. 

The H+ area covers approximately 1 million square metres of 
land and can be divided into three sub-areas from the north to 
the south: Södra hamnen, Söder and Gåsebäck. 

Over time, these three sub-areas have crystallised and have to 
some extent been allowed to characterise different atmosphe-
res in this extensive area. The business areas in Gåsebäck and 
Södra hamnen are similar in character but differ in scale. Both 
areas have little housing, few green spaces and are adapted to 
vehicular traffic. Söder, which is partially inside the H+ area, has 
the most residents and is considerably more urban and acces-
sible. Söder also has the most public facilities, such as the library, 
Simhallsbadet (swimming baths) and Gustav Adolf square. 

A large part of the H+ area lies on reclaimed land, which means 
that the area is flat from north to south. However, the natural 
topography means that it slopes from the east down towards 
Öresund. With the exception of Söder, the architecture is 
sprawling and now and then the structure is interrupted owing 
to traffic solutions. 

There are buildings in the area worth preserving that have 
characteristics of industrial romanticism, such as the old Husar 
regiment premises that now partially house a 
vocational training operation.

Today, the H+ area is strongly characterised by infrastructure in 
the form of ferry berths, traffic routes and railways. The track area 
and shunting yard divide the area into a well-defined eastern 
and western part and several important transport links to and 
from the city and the harbour serve as barriers and divide the 
area into a northern and southern part. Ramlösa station lies in 
the southern part of the area. This is an important exchange 
point for local bus and train traffic.

Knutpunkten plays an important role for the development of 
the H+ area. This building was completed in 1991 and serves as 
a communications centre for trains, ferries and buses. Knutpunk-
ten offers regional trains to southern Sweden and within the 
Öresund region, long-distance trains to the Nordic countries and 
other parts of Europe and ferries to Elsinore. The building houses 
restaurants, pubs, shops and offices and Knutpunkten is now 
about to be completely transformed.

Another important operation and function is the university, 
Campus Helsingborg, which has been housed in the premises of 
the old rubber factory at Bredgatan since 2000. Campus Helsing-
borg has approximately 3 000 students and forms part of Lund 
University. The establishment of the university is in line with the 
city’s vision to develop the H+ area in the long run.

H+

View over the Southern Harbour from the parking deck of Knutpunkten.

View over the Southern Harbour from the parking deck of Knutpunkten.
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H+ sub areas

The three sub areas coexist with one another by means of 
physical and psychological boundaries, barriers and links. These 
boundaries often comprise infrastructure that separates the 
parts of the city from each other. 

The most obvious barriers are Malmöleden, Oljehamnsleden, 
Järnvägsgatan and the railway track area. The roads are poorly 
adapted, or completely unadapted, for anything other than vehi-
cular traffic, and there are complex tunnel and crossing systems 
for pedestrian and cycle traffic. These barriers have shaped the 
development of the districts and the lack of housing and key 
locations in Gåsebäck and Södra hamnen has not generated any 
demand for improved connections. 

Since the establishment of the Campus, there has been an 
increased need to move from Söder westwards towards Södra 
hamnen, and this has contributed to a route being established 
across Järnvägsgatan. Gåsebäck and Söder were previously 
linked along Södergatan, which is currently cut off. The gridiron 
streets of Söder are effectively cut off from the properties along 
Bredgatan by Järnvägsgatan. 

Knutpunkten seen from the stairs towards the ferries. 
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Above. View over the area of H+ from south east.    
                                                                                                                                        Below: View over the area of H+ from north west.



18
Project competition for H+, Helsingborg, Öresund  Region, 2008 onwards  |  2008-11-03

Southern Harbour
Large scale, hub of communication, piers, Öresund

Södra hamnen is located in the northern part of the H+ area 
and is largely located on reclaimed land. The area has a central 
location, surrounded by the city centre, the port and Söder. 

The area expanded and developed in conjunction with industria-
lisation and is still strongly characterised by industrial and port 
operations. The urban landscape is characterised by its flatness, 
but also by cranes, jetties, chimneys and large-scale facilities. 

The link to Söder was previously very clear, but the area currently 
has few links to the surrounding city. This means that there is a 
long stretch along the city that has no contact with Öresund and, 
despite the fact that the area is partially located along quays, the 
strait is perceived as difficult to access and distant.  

Södra hamnen is adapted for car traffic; there are few streets, 
which are wide and not user-friendly for pedestrians or cyclists, 
and there is a lack of key locations. The exception is a clear cycle 
route along Bredgatan, which goes all the way to Råå. This part 
of the city can only be reached by car from the south. 

Knutpunkten is located directly north of this area and is 
Helsingborg’s central station and exchange point for trains, 
boats, buses and cars. At present, Knutpunkten mainly faces the 
north and east, with the back of the building clearly towards the 
H+ area.

There are prominent links in a north to south direction, but there 
are few links from the east to the west, and these are unclear. 
Sjögatan is a key route for traffic to and from the approach, 
where vehicles are directed onto the ferries. 

There are several historical buildings and environments within 
the large-scale and existing block structure. The area includes 
both urban blocks and freestanding industrial buildings of vary-
ing quality and design. Some older block structures have been 
preserved and these provide a historical atmosphere and cha-

View over the Southern Harbour from the parking deck of Knutpunkten.

View over  Oceanhamnen from the point of Oceanpiren.

racter. There are several examples of old industrial architecture, 
such as the factory buildings of the Helsingborg Sugar Factory 
and the Helsingborg Rubber Factory (now Tretorn), which are 
now the head offices of IKEA and the Campus respectively.
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Krooks gatan contain housing, with businesses at ground level. 
This part of the city offers a wide range of services that contri-
bute to residents being attracted to the area from other parts of 
the city. 

Periodically, Söder has had a bad reputation, but it is now cha-
racterised by optimism for the future and many young people, 
particularly students, choose to live in the area. This positive 
spirit is also reflected in the number of new restaurants being 
opened as well as increased and more varied retail trade.

Above: neighbouring container crane.            

   Below: Gustav Adolfs torg and its church.

Söder
Dynamic, studentlife, diverse, urban atmosphere

Söder is located in the middle of the H+ area in the southern 
part of Helsingborg, where there is a historical boundary at 
Trädgårdsgatan and Stadsparken. The housing areas of Höga-
borg and Eneborg border this to the east. Only the western part 
of Söder forms part of the H+ area, but all of Söder is viewed as 
a natural area of influence for the H+ area and for this reason is 
described as one area.

Located along the plateau, the area has an interesting topograp-
hy to the east, and to the west the land slopes away and creates 
lines of sight towards the strait. 

The eastern part of Söder is characterised by a gridiron street 
plan from the late 1800s designed according to the ideals of the 
time. There are dense built-up areas along Södergatan and Carl 
Krooks Gata, which are the most important streets in the area, 
with their mixture of housing and trade. Södergatan is closed 
off to cars, but has intensive bus traffic. Gasverksgatan cuts 
diagonally through Söder and was originally an approach road 
to Södergatan. 

Important public places include the Söderpunkten shopping 
centre, the Simhallsbadet, Gustav Adolf torg and Furutorpsplat-
sen. This part of the city also houses Helsingborg’s new city court 
and the old police building, which has been rebuilt. There are 
several green spaces in Söder. Stadsparken and the library lie to 
the north, and Furutorpsplatsen, which has a large open grassy 
area and playground, lies to the south. 

The buildings are usually four to six storeys high with facades 
of brick or concrete and few of the original low buildings for 
workers have been preserved. East of Södergatan, buildings are 
of a modernistic design, with open blocks and a large number 
of residential buildings. Söder has some characteristic and 
historical buildings, such as Gustav Adolf church and Folkets hus 
(the community centre). 

These districts are characterised by an urban pulse, diversity and 
colour and consist of a mixture of operations within trade, offices 
and housing. Most of the buildings along Södergatan and Carl 
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Gåsebäck
Small scale, Isolated, industrial historical alyers, creative

Gåsebäck is located in the far south of the H+ area. Despite its 
central location, Gåsebäck is an isolated part of the city, divided 
into two areas by the railway tracks and a road bridge. The area is 
surrounded by a motorway to the north and east, port opera-
tions to the west and a railway yard to the south. Gåsebäck lies 
adjacent to the steep plateau to the east. 

The area is close to Ramlösa station and near efficient bus and 
train connections, but there is a lack of through traffic and ins-
tead large amounts of traffic pass around this part of the city. As 
in Södra hamnen, the structure of the streets has been adapted 
for car traffic, but on a smaller and more human scale. 

The Gåsebäck area is characterised by small-scale industrial 
buildings and operations, some which can be a nuisance, such 
as for instance tyre companies and vehicle workshops. After 
working hours, Gåsebäck empties of people and the area feels 
abandoned. Insecurity has led to fencing, locks and gates, which 
results in people not wishing to spend time in this part of the 
city during evenings and at weekends. 

The district bears traces from several epochs and includes 
buildings that are valuable from a cultural and historical point 
of view, some unique to Helsingborg. The area is clearly charac-
terised by buildings from the 1930s and 1940s. These buildings 
vary in terms of design and content, with the mixture creating a 
unique character and charm.

Gåsebäck has budding association, society, studio and music 
venues, which together with the area’s industrial character, gene-
rate an exciting, colourful and creative atmosphere. ’Jutan’ is one 
such new and popular operation, which is generating vitality in 
the area. This building is an old jute factory that has been rebuilt 
into a skateboard and boules hall, with a café and activities for 
young people.  

View towards west from östra Sandgatan.

Existing commercial activity at Gåsebäck.

Facade at östra Sandgatan.
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Areas surrounding H+

Helsingborg’s location in the Öresund region is self-evident 
to Helsingborg, not least through extensive interaction with 
Elsinore. Historically, these cities have always had close ties with 
each other and have recently strengthened their collaboration; 
for example, in the form of joint cultural events and the opportu-
nity of school exchanges. 

Centrum is located between the plateau and the coastline. This 
area is characterised by clear contact with Öresund. This contact 
has also grown since the addition of Norra Hamnen. 
 
This part of the city is characterised by short distances and its 
proximity to the strait. Parks, squares, communications, places 
to swim and restaurant and shopping areas are within walking 
distance. The city centre is characterised by urban life, people 
and the tempo. Many people move within and visit the area. 
Several key locations and meeting places attract people to the 
city centre and the Kullagatan pedestrian precinct. The city 
centre also offers a mixture of activities and service functions 
needed by a city.

The city centre is distinguished by important routes between the 
north and the south, with diagonal side streets often perceived 
as back streets. The architecture is urban and dominated by this 
city of stone and buildings from the turn of the previous century 
in 1900. Stortorget and Sundstorget are surrounded by imposing 
stone buildings that give this part of the city its character, as 
does the Kärnan tower from the 1300s, the Terrass steps and the 
City Hall along Drottninggatan.

Norra Hamnen, a part of the city centre, has left its mark on the 
architecture. This area is centrally located west of Drottninggatan 
at the approach channel. After the construction of Knutpunkten, 
the city was ready to develop Norra Hamnen in the mid-1990s. 
This area had previously served as an industrial port and an area 
for train and car traffic to Denmark.

The main features are the lamellhus  buildings located in a west 
to easterly direction, with a marked raised section towards the 
strait to the west, medium and low sections to the east and the 
park that provides light to and views from the city over to the 
strait. The city’s existing structure of streets was developed with 
lines of sight towards the strait, and the extension of Hälsovägen 
across Dunkers plats currently offers a magnificent view towards 
Denmark and Elsinore, with Kronborg Castle in its midst.

The courtyards are located over car parks that are partially 
underground, giving rise to carefully planned yards that are 
semi-private. The popular Kajpromenaden has a wide range of 
activities, particularly during the summer months, with a beauti-
ful marina, restaurants and cafés. Dunkers Kulturhus is located at 
Sundstorget and the prize-winning Sundstorg garage is located 
under this square.

Views from Norra Hamnen

Central Helsingör.

Centrum.
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Harbour of Helsingborgs is mainly located on reclaimed land 
above the original shoreline. Much of the port is surrounded by 
fencing and there are few key locations for those not working 
in the area. The port area is flat with large facilities sticking 
up, as well as silos, jetty arms and cranes. It ends at Sjögatan, 
towards Södra hamnen. The infrastructure of the port is adap-
ted for transport and it is difficult to walk or cycle in this area. 

This area is dominated by the extensive and crucial port 
operation. Other activities vary in size and are not intended for 
the general public. Important utilities, such as a water treatment 
plant and heating plant, are situated in the area.

One of the cranes in the harbour.

Norra hamnen

Planteringen

Centrum Harbour of

Helsingborg

Söder
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Eneborg lies adjacent to Söder, on top of the plateau, and 
has merged with the Högaborg district. This area was initially 
constructed with no planning during the previous turn of the 
century to meet the needs of a growing population. After this 
time, Eneborg was divided into blocks in a gridiron street pat-
tern and one part was intended for owner-occupied housing. 
Several soundly-built apartment buildings were erected and 
in the 1930s the area was supplemented by buildings in the 
functional style.

There is a great deal of retail trade along Södra Stenbocksga-
tan, which is a key traffic route for all of Helsingborg, but the 
area mainly comprises apartment buildings. Eneborg largely 
consists of hard surfaces and is quite urban in nature with few 
green spaces.

Högaborg is located close to Eneborg, in the southern part of 
the city, east of the Söder district. Up until the turn of the pre-
vious century, the area was a residential area on the outskirts of 
the city. Small-scale expansion took place in the early 1900s. 
In the 1970s and 1980s, Högaborg underwent considerable 
housing refurbishment and older buildings were pulled down 
and replaced with larger-scale apartment buildings. 

The area offers retail outlets along Furutorpsbacken and 
leisure activities at the new sports centre. As in Eneborg, this 
is largely a residential area. The former Gustav Adolf school, 
a monumental building on the edge of the plateau, leaves its 
unique mark on this part of the city. Högaborg is perceived as 
a somewhat disorganised and messy area and previously had 
a bad reputation, as did other areas that underwent housing 
refurbishment. Like Söder, Högaborg is currently perceived as 
having a positive outlook for the future. 

Elineberg, located in south-east Helsingborg, east of Mal-
möleden and the Gåsebäck district, was mainly constructed 
following an urban planning contest during the period 1957 
to 1965. This area comprises two-storey apartment buildings 
located in north-south lameller  in addition to five punkthus  of 
between 13 and 15 storeys, designed by Jørn Utzon.

Elineberg is largely a residential area, but there is a shopping 
centre with shops, a pizzeria and a chemist. This part of the 
city also has a compulsory school and a church. The area is 
characterised by separated traffic, greenery and seclusion from 
the rest of the city.  

Närlunda, north of Elineberg, lies east of Gåsebäck on top of the 
plateau. This district is cut off from the rest of the city by Malmö-
leden and the plateau, and feels isolated. The Närlunda housing 
area was built in the late 1960s. This area was part of the Million 
Programme and consists of lamellhus  and skivhus  buildings lo-
cated in a north to south direction. These buildings are between 
three and eight storeys high and are constructed from concrete. 
This part of the city only has one street, Närlundavägen, with a 
few side streets to the residential buildings.

The area is perceived as leafy and green. The Jordbodalen 
recreation area, which includes the Sundspärlan public park, 
lies south of the built-up area, and an allotment area is situated 
along Närlundavägen. Närlunda is mainly a residential area, but 
also offers a care centre and a block of service flats for the elderly 
and disabled (i.e. protected housing).

Higher buildings on Elineberg.

Buildings on Högaborg.
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Planteringen lies along the southern border of the H+ area. This 
area was originally characterised by wide areas of drift sand and 
got its name from the pine trees that were planted as an attempt 
to prevent sand erosion. Some of these characteristic pine trees 
still remain and are joined together by the approx. 5.5 km long 
’pine forest path’. The area was developed during the 1800s 
without any regulatory building provisions, which often resulted 
in ramshackle houses being built. However, the qualities of the 
area were eventually appreciated and investments were made 
in, for example, the stretch of railway, Decauvillebanan, between 
the city centre and Råå. This railway was of major importance for 
the development of Planteringen and more large-scale industry 
became established in the area during the turn of the previous 
century. 
The main zones follow the coastline from north to south and 
their structure is generally very lively. Planteringen comprises 
both housing and a varied range of operations, some of which 
are perceived as a nuisance. 
The history of Planteringen has resulted in varied buildings, 
including detached houses, eight-storey apartment blocks, 
three-storey brick buildings, business premises and terraced 
houses. The buildings give the area a special architectural 
identity consisting of variation and contrasts between scales, 
styles and epochs, also thanks to the residents’ care. This part of 
the city has one compulsory school, the Raus Plantering school, 
and there is a small shopping centre with a shop and care centre 
in the northern part of the district.  

B-area              Sickness figures in days, 2007        Occupational income  i tkr, 2006            Foreign background in  %, 2007              Employment in  % 20-64 år, 2006            Poor social integration in 
area i omr. 2004
Centrum                30,6                                                                                  319,6                                                    15,3                                                              76                                                                        35,8

Söder                       53,7                                                                                 228,1                                                    43,4                                                              54                                                                        56,4 % 

Högaborg               47,7                                                                                 219,4                                                    53,7                                                              56                                                     56,4 % 

Närlunda                75,8                                                                                 231,6                                                    47,2                                                               54                                                                        No figures

Elineberg                64,5                                                                                 243,3                                                    22,7                                                               68                                                                        No figures

Planteringen         63,2                                                                                 233,0                                                    52,3                                                               50                                                      No figures

Helsingborg          38,5                                                                                 287,7                                                    23,6                                                               73                                                     25,2 %

Most of the areas adjacent to H+ are weak areas 
from a socio-economic perspective, with the 
exception of the city centre area which, for 
example, encompasses Norra Hamnen and its 
more exclusive housing. On the other hand, 
the city centre is the area with by far the most 
crimes reported to the police. This is linked to 
evenings and social life, which are in turn asso-
ciated with entertainment venues and alcohol 
consumption. The sickness figures for the other 
areas are also considerably higher than the 
average figures for Helsingborg.

Part of existing building structure at 
planteringen 

Above: View from the area of H+ towards Planteringsvägen. 
                                                                            Below:  Siloslantmännens west of Planteringen.
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Helsingborg in the past

Skåne was Danish until 1658 – Time of War
Helsingborg is located in the province of Skåne, which origi-
nally belonged to Denmark. The city has upheld its Danish ties 
and still collaborates closely with Elsinore. 

Helsingborg was founded more than 900 years ago for the 
purpose of keeping an eye on the maritime transport through 
Öresund. The earliest buildings up on the plateau were three 
churches, but people began to settle along the coast below the 
plateau in pace with the growth of the city. During the middle 
ages, the city, with its castle and strategic location, was one of 
the most powerful strongholds in the Nordic countries and was 
involved in many of the power games at that time. Mariakyrkan 
(Maria Church), which is below the plateau, is also related to 
the importance of the city, as it was one of Denmark’s largest 
city churches at that time.

In the 1300s, Helsingborg was one of Denmark’s most 
important cities, thanks mostly to the castle, which was rebuilt 
in this century into a brick-built defensive tower, now called 
Kärnan. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the importance of Hel-
singborg declined in the region when Kronborg Castle, which 
was modern at that time, was built in Elsinore.

During the Swedish-Danish wars in the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, Helsingborg was badly damaged and the population had 
to flee on several occasions when buildings were destroyed 
and burnt. The only traces of non-religious buildings from this 
period are Jacob Hansens hus, Gamlegård and the Henckelska 
gården.

Helsingborg in the past

As of the Treaty of Roskilde, signed in 1658, Helsingborg be-
came Swedish. The city has had a relatively peaceful existence 
ever since the early 1700s. On the other hand, Helsingborg 
was in a poor state at this time following many years of war and 
a harsh policy to force people to speak Swedish, while reduced 
trade across the strait resulted in stagnation. Plague broke out 
when mass graves following the battles poisoned the water 
and in 1770, Helsingborg only had 1 300 inhabitants. Despite 
Helsingborg’s long history, few buildings remain that tell us 
about the period prior to 1800, as the wars on the part of both 
Denmark and Sweden destroyed most buildings.

A dock in the Southern Harbour 1930.

Cityplan from 1877 over central Helsingborg, partly realized.
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The 1800s: industrialisation
Despite Helsingborg’s long history as a maritime city, it did not 
have a proper port for a long time. A large practical port and 
dock were first established in 1832. When Helsingborg blosso-
med in the latter half of the 1800s, the port began to grow and 
both Södra hamnen and Norra hamnen were built.

Up until the mid-1800s, Helsingborg was a relatively small city 
with just over 4 000 inhabitants. Buildings were concentrated to 
the urban centre and the land south of this area consisted largely 
of flat fields of drift sand, which were partly protected through 
pine forest planting.

Helsingborg grew quickly during the latter half of the 1800s in 
conjunction with industrialisation and the extension of the rail-
way and port, thanks to skilled entrepreneurs, labour, electricity 
and capital. 

The first railway line went south, with the central station as the 
destination station at Trädgårdsgatan; it was demolished in 1987. 
The steam ferry station served the northern railway. The steam 
ferry station was constructed from wood in 1897 as a temporary 
building up until the connection of the north and south railway 
tracks. In 1892, Sweden’s first steam ferry connection between 
Helsingborg and Elsinore was inaugurated.

The port was expanded in several stages and new industries 
were built on adjacent reclaimed land. The Helsingborg sugar 
factory was built in the Pollux and Castor blocks in 1890. The Hel-
singborg rubber factory was built in the Hermes block in 1891 
for the manufacture of wellington boots and had as many as 3 
000 employees in its heyday. Further south, land was set aside 
for barracks for the Crown Prince’s Husar regiment. These were 
built in 1882, taking up six blocks in the urban plan of 1878. 

The industries in Södra hamnen and at Gåsebäck created a 
need for housing for workers, and Söder was developed into 
the workers’ district of Helsingborg. By the turn of the previous 
century, the former suburb had expanded into an industrial area 

housing one-third of the city’s population. Factory chimneys and 
stockpiles characterised the environment, new housing of a low 
standard was erected in cramped workers’ districts and exclusive 
residential districts emerged around Stadsparken. A workers’ 
district also gradually emerged south of the city limits, known 
as ’Planteringsmarken’. Since this time, Helsingborg has been 
characterised by a division between the more exclusive northern 
parts and the southern workers’ districts, and to some extent 
these differences remain to this day. 

Helsingborg could have been regarded as a small city up until 
the middle of the 1800s, but the impact of industrialisation led 
to a sharp increase in the population. The population increased 
from 4 140 to 24 670 during the period 1850 to 1900, which 
at that time was the largest population increase in Sweden in 
percentage terms.

Above: View over the frontyard of Husarregementet at Gåsebäck.
Below: View over the central harbour and Helsingborg citycentre in the early 20th century. 

Construction work of quay in the Southern Harbour 1900.
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The twentieth century
Tram transport in Helsingborg was electrified in conjunction 
with the Helsingborg exhibition held in 1903. Most of the 
development work on the tram network had taken place by 
the 1950s, but after this time, several stretches of lines were 
shortened. When right-hand traffic was introduced in 1967, tram 
transport was discontinued and replaced by buses.

Between 1905 and 1906, Helsingborg held an urban planning 
contest which laid the foundation for the large urban plan of 
1908. This was an international contest and open to everyone. 
The task involved proposing a comprehensive urban plan for all 
areas of the city; the area between Södergatan and Ramlösavä-
gen was stated as being appropriate for industrial buildings. The 
urban planning contest and subsequent urban plan underlined 
and perhaps even compounded the conditions prevailing at the 
time. 

In the 1910s, new efforts to considerably expand the port com-
menced, which included Oceanhamnen and a completely new 
industrial port located between Helsingborg and Råå. The port 
expansion was completed in the 1930s with the establishment of 
a new dry dock. 

In 1920, Helsingborg was the fifth largest city in Sweden 
following its sharp growth as of the mid-1800s. After 1930, 
Helsingborg’s population growth became more moderate.

Helsingborg’s ’consuls’ had a major impact on the city’s deve-

lopment. They included local business owners, 
municipal officials and members of the Riksdag 
(Swedish Parliament). 

Two of the leading consuls were Consul Petter 
Olsson and Consul Nils Persson, and another 
significant businessman was Henry Dunker, 
the ’Wellington Boot King’, a factory manager 
at the Helsingborg rubber factory, which later 
became Tretorn AB. He was once the richest 
man in Sweden.

A mixture of activities and business architec-
ture emerged in Gåsebäck in the mid-1900s. 
Gåsebäck expanded at the same time as Södra 
hamnen and Söder were refurbished. Several 
blocks, mainly residential areas, were demolis-
hed as they were viewed as being out-of-date 
and in poor condition. The structure of the 
streets was changed and streets were removed. 
The refurbishment of Söder opened up this 
part of the city to new operations. However, 

View over southern Helsingborg 1890.

View over nothern Helsingborg in the beginning of the 20th century.
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as with older industries, it was inappropriate to locate these 
operations among residential buildings. These new operations, 
such as the heating plant and the sewage treatment works, were 
set up directly adjacent to Öresund.

H55, the Helsingborg Exhibition that took place in Helsingborg 
in the summer of 1955, was an international exhibition of 
architecture, housing, design and products from the arts. The 
initiators were Helsingborg City and Svenska Slöjdföreningen 
(now the Swedish Society of Crafts and Design (Föreningen 
Svensk Form)). The exhibition was a success and put Helsingborg 
on the map as a city of architecture and design. 

In the 1960s, passenger car traffic started to become a problem 
and Helsingborg was ’adapted’ for mass car ownership in ac-
cordance with the ideals of the time. Malmöleden was built and 
it became possible to drive into the centre of Helsingborg using 
the motorway. Oljehamnsleden was also built at this time and 
Bredgatan was redirected diagonally through the old Husar regi-
ment premises to enable a direct connection with Industrigatan. 

Since shipping had started to use increasingly large vessels, the 
dry dock was already too small by 1960. At this time, the Helsing-
borg shipbuilding yard had 600 employees and it approached 
the city for permission to expand. However, no expansion took 
place owing to the yard crisis that prevailed at that time, and 
Helsingborg’s shipbuilding yard was instead taken over by 
Kockums in Malmö.

There was limited potential to expand the railway at the port 
and for this reason the large railway yard at Gåsebäck was built 
in the 1950s on a former drill field. In 1945, Helsingborg City 
and Swedish State Railways concluded what was known as the 
’rail yard agreement’, which presupposed partial expansion of 
the Inner Port, car traffic at the central station and ferry berths 
at the steam ferry station. This would have cut off the port and 
Öresund. These plans were not realised; instead, a new rail yard 
agreement was concluded. This agreement concerned the con-
struction of a central terminal with underground tracks passing 
through it, and in 1991 Knutpunkten was completed. The 
underground tracks also laid the foundation of the H99 housing 
exhibition and the Norra Hamnen area, which was finished in 
1999.

Below: Malmöleden from the 1960th.
Above: Map over the H55-area.
Below: View over the H55 exhibition area, on Parapeten and in Norra Hamnen..
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”I want a city that resembles New 
York, but without all of the emissions 
and danger.”

  

”It is beautiful, feels like a pleasant 
city and lies close to the water.”

Helsingborg tomorrow

Helsingborg is currently undergoing strong growth. The city 
is growing at all levels and continually has more to offer. With 
its wide range of opportunities, vibrant and varied industry and 
mixed population, there is great potential for the future. This 
means utilising the city’s strengths as well as dealing with its 
weaknesses. 

Helsingborg is a city with a strong attraction. The city is a meet-
ing place for people from different cultures, a growth engine for 
the region and a centre for culture and sport. Many factors will 
determine exactly how Helsingborg will be viewed in the future. 
However, Helsingborg’s challenge is not only to grow, but to 
grow in a way that is sustainable and prudent. This not only 
means creating a city that is larger, but a city that is richer in 
variety, more dynamic, more sustainable and more creative. 

In 2035, it is estimated that Helsingborg will have a population 
of around 160 000 inhabitants, with approximately 370 000 
inhabitants if the neighbouring municipalities in Northwest 
Skåne are included. This places demands on everything from 
housing, communications and the business climate to health-
care, schools, care and culture. In order to meet the challenges 
of tomorrow, Helsingborg shall be developed through sustai-
nability and long-term awareness efforts as the key to positive 
development. 

Helsingborg’s success is based on acting with creativity, tole-
rance and climate awareness, and working for good communi-
cations – both regionally and in the future. By acting decisively 
in these areas, we can achieve the targets set. 

Helsingborg tomorrow

Helsingborg’s strength and competitiveness are based on 
accepting the challenge to work with all factors of success, 
together in unity. The Helsingborg of tomorrow can become a 
reality through creativity and tolerance, through climate-smart 
solutions and structures in addition to regional and forward-
looking perspectives and actions.

A future scenario has been developed for Helsingborg which is 
intended to serve as a basis for the city’s new outline develop-
ment plan for 2010 and beyond.Helsingborg as a possible node in a highspeed train conncection between Stockholm and Hamburg.

Helsingborg as a part of a string of pearls of attractive urban cities surrounding Öresund. 

Quotes from youths in Helsingborg from a dialog with citizensof Helsingborg connected to the 
development of future scenarios. 
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”More places to meet that do not cost 
anything. Places where socialising is 
free.”

This scenario was developed following a broad and extensive 
dialogue process with politicians, officials and citizens. Based 
on various perspectives, they have pointed out that Helsing-
borg must invest in meeting places, housing environments and 
logistics. By daring to invest together in these areas, it is pos-
sible for Helsingborg to develop into a colourful and forward-
looking city by 2035. 

The most attractive cities of the future will be those that suc-
ceed in combining everyday interaction with good housing 
environments and functioning communications. Urban deve-
lopment of the future not only consists of buildings; it involves 
the people of the city, safeguarding a good quality of life and 
seeing and developing the whole picture. These are values that 
we should utilise in the future. The entire city of Helsingborg 
is not made up of one or two jigsaw pieces; it is a complete 
jigsaw puzzle where every piece is crucial.

In 2035, the values of Helsingborg have been utilised and 
developed to include new values. 
• The proximity to the sea: the city’s proximity to the sea has 
become even more obvious through architecture and efficient 
urban planning. Helsingborg has a longer coastal strip and its 
contact with the water is better than is currently the case. Re-
sidents have more opportunities to benefit from Helsingborg’s 
proximity to the coast. Water has become more of a key 
element of Helsingborg’s urban environment.
• Helsingborg in the Öresund region: the Öresund region will 
have grown and become more integrated by 2035. Two key 
centres in the region have crystallised – one in the south in the 
form of Malmö/Copenhagen and one in the north in the form 
of Helsingborg/Elsinore. Both centres complement each other 
rather than act as alternatives. In the north, Helsingborg serves 
as a growth engine and creative hub. New investments and 
structural projects that have been carried out have resulted in 
an increasing number of businesses and knowledge-intensive 
operations being set up in the city. Helsingborg has good com-
munications with the rest of the Öresund region and hopefully a 
fixed link to Elsinore for both cars and trains.
• The city’s parts create a unified city: the new construction 
and urban planning that have been carried out have clearly 
developed the various sub-areas and enhanced their individual 
characters. At the same time, efforts have been made by means 
of a consistent overall perspective, which makes the sub-areas 
complement each other and creates a unified whole. The 
differences and variations in the city proudly coexist and are 
interwoven in a way that gives this city its clear character. The 
city is perceived as a unified whole in the midst of diversity. 
• People are key to Helsingborg: the city’s assets are used 
in a creative way. Creative and innovative people have been 

enticed by attractive places to meet and housing environments 
in addition to sustainable logistical solutions. Creativity can be 
seen in the planning and design of city spaces: parks, squares, 
pathways, zones and streets. At the same time, there is flexi-
bility along with scope for new initiatives, which supplements 
the city’s character with additional qualities. Creative action is 
needed to achieve the ambition of prudent growth, being an 
accessible city while at the same time conserving resources. 
By utilising Helsingborg’s unique values and developing them 
wisely, we believe that by 2035 the city will be:

• A natural meeting place: its situation and good infrastructure 
make Helsingborg a good alternative for meetings and con-
ferences. An important element of Helsingborg’s expansion 
includes the city being provided with sufficient resources in the 
form of conference facilities, hotels and other facilities. The city 
should be able to house meetings large and small and serve 
as a host for events that demand a great deal of resources. 
Helsingborg’s role as a place to meet should also be based on 
the composition of the city facilitating and inspiring meetings 
and exchanges between people. As far as possible, structures 
that contribute to feelings of isolation and separation will have 
been removed.
• An attractive place to live: construction projects over the past 
few decades, with H+ at the forefront, have helped to make 
Helsingborg into a city that is even more attractive to live, study 
and work in. The city has been refined and the new housing 
environments have contributed to generating a functional 
symbiosis between housing, care and work. The city offers a 
good environment for children, access to all important services 
and offers opportunities for recreation and attending cultural 
events within a reasonable distance. The city’s development 
contributes to a feeling of identity and belonging.
• A city in focus: Helsingborg’s urban planning work has att-
racted international attention. The city has become recognised 
for its ambitious and sustainable urban planning processes. 
This international publicity has generated new initiatives and 
investments and has also contributed to increased growth.

Our city of Helsingborg is never complete; it is 
continuously being developed. In this city, which is 
undergoing continuous change, everyday functions 
are transformed or disappear and new ones emerge. 
This variability is not only an expression of coinci-
dences and the unplanned, but a supporting and 
sustainable idea as well. Helsingborg must offer a 
wealth of variability, experiences, surprises and sto-
ries that are interwoven into a colourful and amazing 
whole. The city must serve as a dynamic framework 
that is sustainable and open and that may continually 
be attributed new elements, and create new spaces 
and places to meet. The residents of Helsingborg 
should create and develop their city together.
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How the work has been carried out

This project was launched during the spring of 2008 through 
a think-tank where key persons for the project in the urban 
planning administration met together and brought up and re-
examined previous ideas and platforms. In May 2008, a vision 
’boarding school’ was also held with participants from the 
city’s administration. Over the course of two days, they jointly 
formulated the H+ vision, which was put down on paper and 
adopted by the H+ steering group after the ’boarding school’. 
During the spring, the project contest organisation was esta-
blished and the tangible programme work commenced. 

The task was drawn up by the working group but with strong 
influence from a group of experts and the judges, who provided 
their views and input. This was the initial phase of the intended 
’open source’ planning. The judges and the group of experts 
convened twice during the programme work.

The chapter about prerequisites is based on the compilation of 
a number of investigations and visionary work, which has been 
ongoing since 2000. The broad reference group has submit-
ted input for the programme work, and the points of view have 
gained the support of the reference group.

Organization

The Swedish Association of Architects has examined the 
programme and submitted views based on its content and 
clarity. The contest board of the Swedish Association of 
Architects and the judges have given their final approval of the 
programme.

In parallel with this programme work, the evaluation of tenders 
has been carried out by a small group, based on the criteria 
stated in the prequalification documentation. The choice of 
teams has been approved by the H+ steering group, judges 
and the group of experts.

It is intended that the evaluation work will commence in 
mid-February where the advisory and expert groups, together 
with the working group, will assist the judges with supporting 
documentation for evaluation. The work of the judges will be 
organised and coordinated by Kristoffer Nilsson, Secretary of 
the Judges, together with Håkan Asmoarp, who attend when 
the judges meet.
City Director Stellan Folkesson also attends when the judges 
meet and is responsible for gaining support for evaluation work 
from the political reference group linked to this work. The work 
is subject to continual feedback from the H+ steering group 
and management group.
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Formal qualification for jury, expert- 
and advisory group and project lead-
ers.

Name: Kristoffer Nilsson
Title:  Architect.  Project leader competition Imagine H+ and 
jury secretary
Background, special competence: Kristoffer has worked with 
H+ for 7 years, comprehensive plan, visionary sketches, initial 
projects process planning and SHIP. He is also involved in re-
search and has experience from similar projects in Scandinavia.

Name: Håkan Asmoarp
Title: Project manager H+
Background, special competence: Has been project manager 
of various major assignments within community planning, orien-
ted towards infrastructure issues. Has most recently been with 
the Swedish Rail Administration, Hallandsås Tunnel Project. 
Previously group project manager at SWECO with particular 
responsibility for the project management of the City Tunnel 
in Malmö and the station areas of the Citybanan (twin-track 
railway) in Stockholm.

Jury
Name: Agneta Hammer
Title: Director of Urban Planning and Technical Services
Background, special competence: 
Agneta is Director of Urban Planning and Technical Services, 
2007--
City architect in Malmö 2000-2007 
Client representative in the Danish jury, European 9, 2007 
Jury member of several different projects in Malmö 1992-2007 
Leader of the Malmö/Lund team in the EU project (5th frame-
work), Agora Cities for People 2003-2006 with London School 
of Arts as coordinator. 
Member of group of experts for the European Urban Charter in 
the Council of Europe, 2004-2005.

Name: Karin Sterte
Title: Development manager
Background, special competence: MSc, Surveyor, Swedish 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH). Considerable experience 
within state and municipal positions. Worked with   negotia-
tions, as cadastral surveyor, as manager of the city’s urban 
building and administration services, and in particular with 
development issues and the planning, purchase and sale of 
property.

Name: Konrad Ek
Title: Town architect Helsingborg 2003 --
Background, special competence: Faculty of Engineering, Lund 
(LTH) 1980. Company owner:  Tangram Arkitekter Helsingborg 
1985-2003. Configuration issues within architecture and town 
planning.

Name: Gregor Holmgren
Title: Environment manager
Background, special competence: Environment Manager since 
1992. LL.B 1973. After pupillage, work with building and en-
vironment issues for the County Administrative Board and the 
Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 1976-1992. During 
this period, occasional leave of absence for environmental le-
gislation work within an interdisciplinary project concerning the 
use of land – water quality. Expert at the Swedish Environmen-
tal Court since 1999. Co-opted judge at the Swedish Superior 
Environment Court in 2006.
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Organization project                    Organization project H+

Södertunneln

Name: Tom Nielsen
Title: Architect, PhD, associate professor
Background, special competence: Tom Nielsen researches and 
teaches within the Department of Landscape and Urbanism at 
the Aarhus School of Architecture. He also acts as a consultant 
on urban design/public space issues. 
His research topic is contemporary urban development and 
public spaces. He is currently managing a project on the ’City 
without Limits’ within the Centre for Strategic Research. He has 
published two books: Formløs [Formless] (2001) and Gode 
intentioner og uregerlige byer [Good Intentions and Unruly 
Cities] (2008).

Name: Erland Ullstad
Title: Architect
Background, special competence: Urban Planner since 1975, 
currently with municpality of Växjö. Co-opted professor in 
applied community planning at Växjö University 2004-2007. 
Member of the Swedish Delegation for Sustainable Cities as 
well as government advisor for architecture, form and design. 
Chairman of the Swedish Architects’ Planning Academy. 

Name: Trevor Harris
Title: Professor, architect SAFA RIBA
Background: Trevor was born in Cambridge, England in 1949. 
Educated at Cambridge Grammar School for Boys and the Hull 
School of Architecture. After graduating from Hull School of 
Architecture he worked as project architect for Ralph Erskine 
on the internationally reknowned Byker Redevelopment in 
Newcastle upon Tyne before moving to Finland in 1980. 
Established own office with Hennu Kjisik in 1985. Harris and 
Kjisik, Architects and Planners, have since developed a reputa-
tion in Scandinavia and the Baltic as one of the most prominent 
and influential urban and architectural design practices in Fin-
land. Much of the office workload has involved sites of historical 
and cultural significance, particularly addressing problems of 
inserting new uses and structures into established contexts. 

As well as regular guest lectures, media appearances and 
contributions to magazines, Trevor Harris has served as judge 
in many national and international competitions. 
In 1999 he was appointed Professor of Town Planning and 
Urban Design at Helsinki University of Technology.

City executive 
committee

Stadsbyggnadsberedningen

Project manager
Söderdelegationens Project Office

Södertunnelns 
executive group

Project Managment 
Södertunnel

Söderdelegationen

Director of Urban Planning
and Technical services

Project Managment 
H+

H+ Leading Group

H+ Executive Group

SBN

Staff
Administration
Environment 
Coordination
CommunicationSub projects

Sub projects Project 
competition

FÖP

Coordination
H+ 
Södertunnel
Mex
Miljökontoret
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           Organization project competion

Executive group
Håkan Asmoarp, Project leader H+
Kristoffer Nilsson, Project leader project competiton
Gertrud Egnell, Project leader FÖP
Helena Taps Assistant Project leader project competiton
Soraya Kabelele-Senya, Projekt coordinator H+
Sofia Öreberg, Head of Strategical Planning

Jury
Agneta Hammer, Director of Urban Planning and Technical 
Services Helsingborg, chairman of the Jury
Karin Sterte, Development manager Helsingborg
Gregor Holmgren, Environment manager Helsingborg
Konrad Ek, City Architect Helsingborg
Erland Ullstad, Växjö Community
Trevor Harris, Finland
Tom Nielsen, Denmark

(called in responsibly for gain approval for the owners 
City Director Stellan Folkesson, Called in secretary of Jury 
Kristoffer Nilsson, Håkan Asmoarp)

Working group
Kristoffer Nilsson
Konrad Ek
Helena Taps
Soaraya Kabelele-Senya
Therezé Zetterberg

Gertrud Egnell, Strategical Planning
Magnus Ydmark, Strategical Planning
Martin Hadmyr, Landscape
Anna Holmqvist, Landscape
Lars Nilsson, Traffic
Ann Cederberg, Traffic
Jens Gille, Environment
Maja Gullmo, Exploatation

Bodil Falke, Maps
Marlene Roos, Communication

Reference grupp
Torgny Johansson, Södertunnelns project office
Malin Johnsson, Södertunnelns project office
Birgitta Freudentahl, Culture department
Hans Taranger, Department for Trade and Industry
Therese Andersson, Responsible for ÖP 2010, 
strategic overall plan for Helsingborg 
Elisabeth Andersson, HUT, department for
sustainable planning
Kerstin Nilermark, County Administrative Board
Stefan Norrestam, School- Sports
Kerstin Månsson, Social department
Jonas Nylén, Fire department
Ulf Molin, Öresundskraft, energy system
Mats Rosander, Port of Helsingborg
Mattias Schiöth, Skånetrafiken, public transport
 

Advisory and experts
Helle Søholt, General Urban Planning
Per-Olof Östergren, Sustainable planning
Bertil Gustafsson, Genreal Urban Planning
Lia Ghilardi, Cultural planning
Clara Lundquist, Public city spaces
Gertrud Egnell, Strategical Planning
Per Pehrsson, Economy

Political Reference group
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Name: Per Pehrsson 
Title: Controller
Background, special competence: Qualified Engineer/Econo-
mist
Consult Sweco 1974-82
Project manager IKEA 1982-85
Consult Sweco 1985-90
Project Manager, Property Director, Controller for Helsingborg 
city 1990 --

Name: Gertrud Egnell
Title: Landscape Architect. Comprehensive planner Helsing-
borg city, project manager comprehensive plan, H+
Background: Gertrud has experience from comprehensive 
planning from various perspectives – including municipal, 
county council and county administration board in Scania and 
in the Stockholm region. Studies in ethnology, urban develop-
ment and management. 

Name: Clara Lundquist
Title: Landscape Architect LAR/MSA, Unit Manager of the 
Configuration and Development/Urban Environment Depart-
ment Helsingborg city.
Background, special competence: Works with the city’s public 
environments, streets, squares, parks, green and housing areas. 
Has worked with city renewal projects and participated in the 
planning and execution of various projects that concern the 
city’s planning and development. Jury member of the Siena 
Award in 2007.

Expert- and advisory group

Name: Helle Søholt
Title: Architect MAA, Founding Partner Gehl Architects - Urban 
Quality Consultants. 
Background, special competence: Helle has gained an MA in 
Architecture and Urban Design from the School of Architec-
ture, the Royal Danish Academy of Fine arts in Copenhagen, 
Denmark as well as an MA in Architecture from the University of 
Washington, Seattle, USA.
Helle has wide national and international experience with urban 
design, including public life surveys, urban quality analyses, de-
velopment of strategy plans, public space plans, public space 
programs and design. 

Name: Lia Ghilardi 
Title: Director Noema Research and Planning - a consultancy 
and research centre based in London and working internatio-
nally. 
Background, special competence: Urban sociologist with 
Master in Arts Criticism and MPhil in Urban Development and 
Regeneration (London). Lia has special competence in cultural 
planning, place identity mapping, and branding. 

Name: Per-Olof Östergren
Title: Professor 
Background, special competence: Physician, PhD, specialist in 
social medicine/public health. Head of Division of Social Medi-
cine and Global Health, Lund University. Senior Consultant in 
Public Health. Research experience in social epidemiology, 
including social capital, international migration and health, and 
the social patterning of health-related behaviour. Per-Olof is 
a leader or member of several EU-funded projects on public 
health policy implementation.

Name: Bertil Gustafsson 
Title: Master of Engineering. Roads and Water, previously Town 
Planning Director in the municipality of Jönköping, previously 
Streets Manager in Motala. 
Background: Broad urban sociology competence. Experience 
as Administrative Manager and central player in medium-sized 
Swedish city. Broad experience of urban development and 
infrastructure issues at both local and national levels. Expe-
rience as manager for planning and execution of major projects 
within the urban building sector and infrastructure. Experience 
of partnership projects between the public and private sectors. 
Experience as catalyst and coordinator of major urban projects. 
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