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new library		
LEVEL 0			   1.800 M²
LEVEL 1 - 5	              10.500 m²
level 6			   1.800 m²

asplund library	
existing floor space	 7.500 m²

shopping mall 
commercial area	 (6.800 m²)
 

basement
auditoriums + events	 1800 m²
depository + tech.	 2700 m²

service and construction ring
staircases
emergency exits
lifts
sortingmachine belts
technical systems
supporting areas
	 information desk
	 catering areas
	 counters and bars
	 sanitary facilities

cylindrical core
book and media repository

mua		
asplund library		 7.500 m²
new library	              18.600 m²
total		               26.100 m²
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Gunnar Asplund’s Public Library in 
Stockholm is a unique architectural 
monument. It is one of the world’s most 
famous libraries and, as the competition 
brief says, an “icon for ‘the library’ as a 
timeless concept”. 
Due to reasons of concept, form and 
preservation, an extension connected 
to the existing building above ground 
seems to be impossible. Asplund’s 
confinement to geometric shapes, such 
as cylinder and cube, results in a solitary, 
“untouchable” building.

We propose restoring it to its original 
condition without any further adaptation 
to present demands and building a new 
solitary extension next to it. The new 
building will house the main part of the 
public library. Relatively independent 
units like “administration and staff” 
and suitable subject areas, “Arts”, 
“Aesthetics” and the “Swedish Institute 
of Children Books” for example, would 
be situated in the existing building. The 
two buildings would be connected by an 
underground link and would share the 
same infrastructure such as delivery 
areas and book sorting machinery.

The concept for the extension is based on 
the idea to utilize and interpret Asplund’s 
structural principles, in new ways, to 
design a contemporary library.

The new building would not be seen 
as a “temple of books” but as a public 
“repository of information” with a main 
focus on the future possibility to modify 
and develop its space.
It is formed to an equivalent cubic volume, 
which is situated at the north-western 
part of the site to define the street space 
of Odengatan and react to the street 
boundary of Hagagatan. 
In opposition to Asplund’s closed, 
monumental design, the new library 
building will appear an open, accessible 
and communicative building.

A single-level underground mall, with 
commercial use potential, will link 
the two buildings. This basement is an 
extension of Asplund’s concept of the 
bazaar level. 
It would connect Odengatan 
underground station with the new library 
complex and with Sveavägen on the other 
side.

Between the two buildings, a spacious 
“Library Square” will be the centre 
of the holistic ensemble. For the first 
time, the idea of the Asplund library as a 
solitary volume would be experienced.
This situation would offer both open view 
and access to Observatory Hill and thus 
connect Odengatan with the northern 
part of this important nature area.

The main entrance of the new library 
is located at the western side of this 
“Library Square”.
The entrance area is also easily 
accessible from the mall and the 
underground station.
All public facilities are situated on this 
level.

The main library extends from the first 
floor with the “Learning Zone” to the 
sixth floor with the cafeteria and a large 
roof terrace.
The library consists structurally of 
three main parts:
The cylindrical repository with all 
media in one room is the core of the 
building. All media are stored in circular 
shelves, which can be divided freely 

into different subject areas. The unity 
of the cylindrical repository allows 
adjustment of these divisions and 
guarantees easy orientation. Additional 
bridges keep the distances short and 
provide a central reading place on each 
floor.
The surrounding service and 
construction ring provides all 
infrastructures such as staircases, lifts, 
sorting machines, technical systems 
and other support areas like sanitary 
facilities.
The square open plan study and reading 
floors surround this core. These 
areas can be divided in radial sections 
determined by user-defined needs: lively 
study halls, silent reading areas, dark 
computer workstations and bright 
lounging zones. Each floor offers a 
covered outside space.

The requisite auditoriums are located 
around a central lobby in a separately 
accessible event area on the second 
basement level.
All necessary depositories, delivery 
spaces and sorting machines are placed 
on the third basement level.
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